


Noir caesar taps Noir caesar taps 
tokyopop to bring manga tokyopop to bring manga 
inspired graphic novelinspired graphic novel

Ancestral Power and Ancestral Power and 
The Contest of Totems The Contest of Totems 

Super Nova’s Super DuoSuper Nova’s Super Duo

What Lies Beneath team: What Lies Beneath team: 
Marcus & DinoMarcus & Dino

Meet the Founder:Meet the Founder:
Johnny O’BryantJohnny O’Bryant

Mutupo: African Shonen Mutupo: African Shonen 
Done Right: kudaDone Right: kuda

When Pro Wrestling When Pro Wrestling 
Goes Intergalactic, the Goes Intergalactic, the 
excitement gets extreme!excitement gets extreme!

When The World is a When The World is a 
Chessboard , will a hero Chessboard , will a hero 
choose love or vengeance?choose love or vengeance?

Bringing Diversity Bringing Diversity 
to the Anime World: to the Anime World: 
Noir Caesar to Attend Noir Caesar to Attend 
Anime Expo 2023Anime Expo 2023

0101

1313

0505

1515

1717

2323

0909

1919

2121

pg.19

pg.09

pg.13 pg.01



M E E T  T H E  F O U N D E R :

Noir caesar newsletterNoir caesar newsletter11 22Noir caesar newsletterNoir caesar newsletter



Who are you, Why did you 
start Noir Caesar, and how 
has it been so far? 
I’m a man who loves 
to create things, enjoy 
beautifully created things, 
play basketball, and spend 
most of my time with my 
family. I started Noir Caesar 
as a way to tell stories from 
the perspective of black and 
brown voices but to a mass 
international audience. The 
same way I sat on my living 
room floor watching anime 
and learning about Japanese 
school & food culture. 
Noir Caesar is meant to 
reciprocate that exact feeling 
to another fan across the 
globe. Starting Noir Caesar 
has been a rollercoaster ride. 
I love the journey and people 
I’ve met on the way. 

What are some of your 
hobbies outside of work?
Outside of work I enjoy 
many different things such 
as reading books, watching 
movies, and exploring 
various places with my family 
and friends. As of recently 
I’ve started enjoying virtual 
reality and the metaverse. 

When and how did you first 
get into comic books, anime, 
and manga?
I started when I was around 
4th or 5th grade and toonami 
was broadcasted after school 
for about 3-4 hours. It was 
here I discovered so many 
different anime characters 
and shows. As I became a 
fan of anime I also started 

to discover manga and read 
those frequently. 

What was the first comic 
book or manga you read? 
My first ever manga would 
probably be Digimon. I was a 
big fan of the show and often 
would buy the cards. So I 
discovered the manga at my 
local bookstore and started to 
read them. My first love for 
manga and anime will always 
be Yu Yu Hakusho for sure. It 
was the first title I fell in love 
with as a kid and still rewatch 
the show every year. 

Who or What are you most 
inspired by? 
I’m inspired by many 
different people. I find 
inspiration in stories of 
people who started from 
nothing and built an empire. 
I also really get inspired 
by artist like Andre 3000, 
Childish Gambino, Kobe 
Bryant. These guys are so 
talented and able to do 
multiple things really well. 
That’s my ultimate goal to be 
able to wear multiple hats 
and do it well.

Where do you see NC in a 
few years?
I see Noir Caesar on its path to 
becoming a true MultiMedia 
company. We have our feet 
in a few different ventures 
and projects. Some of these 
projects will be announced 
soon and will completely 
blow everyone away, the 
people we are working with 
and have partnered with 
along the way. 

Johnny O’Bryant is a current producer, founder, 

and a 9 year professional athlete. 

Soon after starting his professional 

career in the NBA he co-founded 

Noir Caesar Entertainment 

and has created many original 

comic book titles & projects. 

His love and passion 

for storytelling has 

led Johnny to working 

with many reputable 

partners such Sony, Tezuka 

Productions, D’art Shatjio, 

KODANSHA, and 

many more.

Image source: digimon.fandom.com

Image source: crunchyroll.com

Image source: Getty Images
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XOGENESYS, PRIMUS 7 and TRY AGAIN lead a forthcoming 
array of titles aimed at comics, anime and manga fans

Noir Caesar Collaborates with Noir Caesar Collaborates with 
TOKYOPOP To Publish Manga TOKYOPOP To Publish Manga 
Inspired Graphic NovelsInspired Graphic Novels

Noir Caesar Entertainment, a black-owned 
indie creative company that supports 
and nourishes content from marginalized 
communities across various media, 
announces the forthcoming release of 
manga-inspired graphic novels to be 
published in an initiative powered by 
the iconic publishing brand, TOKYOPOP, 
beginning this summer. 

Utilizing TOKYOPOP’s extensive channel 
distribution network, digital marketing 
resources, and production expertise, 
Noir Caesar kicks off this collaboration 
with the print and digital release in July 
of the coming-of-age martial arts drama, 
XOGENASYS, and the sci-fi adventure, 

PRIMUS 7. This will be followed in 
August by the launch of the gritty 
crime and redemption saga, TRY 
AGAIN. Additional new titles will 
be announced for release by 

Noir Caesar and TOKYOPOP in 
coming months. 

Noir Caesar Entertainment was founded 
by self-proclaimed “blerd,” pro athlete, 
and entrepreneur, Johnny O’Bryant, who 
grew up a fervent lover of comics, anime, 
and manga. He attended Louisiana State 
University and was drafted into the NBA. 
But his passion for anime and manga 
never diminished and led to the founding 
of Noir Caesar in 2017 with a focus on 
bringing diversity to anime and manga and 
to developing original stories by BIPOC 
creators. 

says O’Bryant. “These are the first of a 
diverse collection of forthcoming new as 
well as previously released titles by some 
of today’s hottest BIPOC comic creators to 
be released in partnership with our friends 
at TOKYOPOP, whose own dedication to 
telling stories of diversity aligns with Noir 
Caesar’s and whose strong production and 
distribution network will bring these stories 
to avid new readers.” 

“The market for BIPOC graphic 
novels is extremely strong and 
being driven to new levels by 
enduring interest from core fans 
and fast-growing cohorts of 
mainstream readers and media 

interested in the burgeoning 
community of global BIPOC 
creators who are inspired 
by anime and manga and 
using this inspiration to tell 
their own stories,” says Marc 
Visnick, COO and Publisher 

of TOKYOPOP. “Noir Caesar 
is well-positioned to be at 
the forefront of this exciting 

market.”

I am very excited 
to announce our 
collaboration with 
TOKYOPOP and the wide 
release of XOGENASYS, 
PRIMUS 7 and TRY AGAIN
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PRIMUS 7, Vol. 1
created by Vaughn Alexander, Marcus Kwabena, Johnny O’Bryant

written by Corey Mikell , Nic Macari
Print SRP: 13.99 · 194 pages

ISBN-13: 9781427873286 · Available July 25th 

The peace of Primordia is maintained for years by the Marine 
Corporation until one of its most prominent members, a man by the 
name of Arthur Grove, betrays the organization and those that took 

him in as family (Jarobi & Sevar Ajamu). 

By secretly creating a synthetic form of Orii, Arthur can obtain the 
power necessary to overthrow the government and install himself 
as dictator. A resistance movement lead by Sevar Ajamu fails stop 

Grove and his reign as ruler leaving behind his two sons to take his 
place and carry out the unfinished mission, Eliminate Arthur Grove! 

XOGENASYS Vol. 1

TRY AGAIN, Vol. 1

written by Johnny O’Bryant & Tre Mcintosh
artwork by Nikolas Draper-Ivey
Print SRP: 13.99 · 264 pages
ISBN-13: 978142787329 · Available July 25th 

created by Will Brown
written by John Lawrence, Marcus Kwabena
artwork by Win Dolores
Print SRP: 13.99 · 194 pages · ISBN-13: 9781427874054
Available August 22nd  

The future has grown into a decadent, overcrowded gang-ridden 
cesspool. If you’re not living uptown, you might as well be dead. 
Such is the case of Darius Smith, an artistic youth living in the hood, 
doing his best to avoid trouble and live life. Unfortunately, Darius has 
a hidden talent - he’s an explosive fighter! This makes him the target 
of many gangs and pits him in many brawls, landing him in the 
sight of the honorable Timothy Mustafa, powerful prince and owner 
of one of the most successful XOGeneSYS teams in the country. 
XOGenaSYS is a successful gladiator sport fought with powered 
exoskeletons, and Mustafa wants Darius to become the next new 
fighter! Can Darius become the next champion, or will he fall like so 

As a member of the Cacciatore Guild, Danielle Burroughs is 
one of the Underworld’s most renowned hitmen. Despite her 
success, memories from her past bleed into the present - forcing 
her to reconcile the life she now leads. Attempting to leave it all 
behind, she soon realizes that even atonement has a price.
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Follow Noir Caesar Online

Noir Caesar Entertainment is a growing indie creative 
company that supports and nourishes art from marginalized 
communities in various media, including animation, film, tv and 
comics. The brand is one of the fastest growing entertainment 
and publishing companies in the US, driven by diverse and 
brilliant creative talents spanning from top notch 2D animation 
partner studios to exceptional writers, artists, illustrators, 
producers and division heads, on top of a committed crew of 
sales and client management professionals. More information 
at https://www.noircaesar.com.

About Noir Caesar

Noir Caesar Twitter   @noircaesar 

Noir Caesar Instagram  @noircaesar 

Noir Caesar Facebook  NoirCaesarLLC 

Noir Caesar Website  www.noircaesar.com 

Get in touch with Noir Caesar info@noircaesar.com

Founded in 1997, TOKYOPOP brings Asian pop 
culture to Hollywood and beyond. TOKYOPOP 

established the market for manga in North 
America, introducing the term to the English 
language in the process, and expanding the 
market in Germany, publishing thousands of 
books in both languages, distributing anime 

and Asian films on home video and television, 
licensing merchandise to consumer goods 

and companies, and creating graphic novels of 
both original content and major IP adaptations. 

TOKYOPOP’s core values focus on multiculturism 
and diversity; aestheticism and artistic integrity; 
and passionate and positive storytelling. More 

information at: https://www.tokyopop.com/.

About TOKYOPOP, Inc. 



The Fourth Rope: Noir Caesar’s The Fourth Rope: Noir Caesar’s 
new wrestling comic book! new wrestling comic book! 

From the creative minds of Marcus Johnson and 
Johnny O’Bryant comes a new take on an old 

favorite:  pro-wrestling. Who will win the title 
of “The Ultimate Warrior” in the Intergalactic 

Wrestling Extreme? Read on!

4th Rope is set in a universe 
where wrestling has become 
the most popular sport – even 
the most popular entertainment! 
– across the galaxies. In a 
bid to capitalize and profit 
on its popularity, promoter, 
booker, and loan shark I.B. 
Skeamon has consolidated the 
biggest rival organizations to 
create Intergalactic Wrestling 
Extreme, now the ultimate 
wrestling club in the 
cosmos. ワンワンワンワン
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The strongest, fastest, and most skilled fighters – whether human, 

humanoid, or alien – lay it all on the line for fortune, fame, and the 

most coveted crown in the universe. The current IWE Champion of 

Champions “Cosmic Drip” La’Flare is the fan favorite to take home the 

top prize. La’Flare – true to his name – is known for his flashy person 

and high flying moves and is perpetually joined by his crew of badass 

superstars known as “The Council.”

But in this new “no-holds-barred” competition, keeping the title 

won’t be simple. Up and coming Mazi Bullox and other contenders are 

gunning for La’Flare in the contest for the right to call themselves 

the best of the best. Bullox is a Centaurian, a race of humanoids 

known for their power and raw strength. His eyes are focused on 

taking La’Flare down and claiming the title for himself.

However, I.B. Skeamon may have his say in 

the end result. Ruling the wrestling world 

with an iron fist – which is often found 

holding his signature cigar – he decides 

who stays and who goes. Skeamon, 

who once dreamed of being a superstar 

wrestler, used every underhanded tactic 

possible to build his empire and won’t 

hesitate to use his massive power to 

maximize his profits.

If the characters seem familiar, it’s 

because they are inspired by the real pro 

wrestling stars that made the sport 

so memorable. Watching pro wrestling 

growing up served as the inspiration 

for Marcus and Johnny, who tapped that 

nostalgia to create what is partly a parody of pro wrestling’s heyday 

wrapped up in an exhilarating new comic book series that will provide 

excitement as well as laughs.

ババ

キキ

ッッ

Will Skeamon play favorites and interfere with the result? Will La’Flare 

go on to win the title once again? Will Bullox dethrone La’Flare? Or 

will another unsuspected challenger upset the game and take it all 

for himself?

I fondly remember seeing these 

flashy and powerful guys battle it out on my TV screen,” says 

Johnny. “It wasn’t just in the fights but also just how these 

people created over-the-top characters that were just thrilling 

because you didn’t know what they would do next. We wanted 

to recreate that experience but in a style that makes it all 

new again.

“Many 

of the wrestling stars from the 

70s, 80s and on could have been from alien 

planets so it just made sense to make an 

intergalactic wrestling federation,”

he says.

“

Marcus adds that outer space was
a logical setting for the eccentric cast that make up 4th Rope.
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Mixing culture, mythology, fantasy, 
and action, Mutupo is set in an 

alternate version of Africa where magic 
is real and wielding it can have great 
consequences. In this reality, there are 
people who can harness the energy of their 
personal “Mutupos” to give themselves 
superpowers…

…but at a cost. 

Mutupos are totems of animals, body parts 
and other figures, characteristics of which 
Users can adopt, giving them superhuman 
strength and abilities. Decades before, 
Mutupo Users were part of the fabric of 
society, but they attempted to take over 
and rule over non-users causing war to 
break out. They are only stopped when a 
company GAZE – under the leadership of 
its CEO, Lumbani – invents weaponry that 
helps the government defeat violent Users 
and those that are left are isolated and 
continue to be shunned in society.

That is about to change when The Mutupo 
Tournament is announced. The contest 
will pit Mutupo against Mutupo, making it 
legal to use Mutupo against each other… at 
least, for now.

Enter Shingai, an amputee and User 
who can harness his Mutupo Soko, the 
monkey, giving him hyper agility and faster 
reflexes and making him more physically 
resilient. Shingai’s mother was an expert 
and dangerous User who taught Shangai 
Mutupo skills before she died. While 
Shingai’s father tries to keep him from 
following the path of his mother, Shingai 
joins the tournament to redeem her 
memory. 

Like all Users, Shingai risks much from 
using his Mutupo, which can lead to the 
gradual loss of the use of his legs. Overuse 
can also lead to Users to fully adopt the 
characteristics of their Mutupo, losing their 
humanity.

The competition will be fierce as 
Shingai goes up a lengthy lineup of 
other contenders including Chi-Chi 
(Mutupo: the python), MJ (heart), Kaya 
(grasshopper), Tate (cheetah), George 
(foot), Muku (lion), Thandiwe (elephant), 
and Kalinda (fish eagle).

As the tournament gets going, however, 
it is revealed that the Mutupo Police 
Commissioner is murdered and the 
participants are all lead suspects, 

Part myth, part magic, and all 
action, Mutupo goes into the rink 

to find out who will win in a 
contest of superheroes.

Ancestral 
Power

The Contest 
of Totems

A N D

Mutupo is Noir Caesar’s Mutupo is Noir Caesar’s 
next hit comic book.next hit comic book.

motivating the Users to find the real culprit so the games can 
continue.

Will they solve the mystery of the murder of the police 
commissioner? Will the games go on? If so, who will win the 
tournament? Who is Lumbani and what are his motives? Why 
were Users really brought together to fight each other?

--- 

Mutupo are a very real cultural phenomenon in Zimbabwe 
and other parts of Africa. Based on ancient traditions, they 
are totems associated with animals and body parts 
that different clans, tribes, and families use to 
represent their lineage and define their 
identities. The series is a fictional take 
asking the question:  What if 
these mythological icons 
gave modern day users 
special powers?

“I wanted to tell an 
original story that wears 
its uniquely African 
identify proudly and 
yet still celebrates its 
influences of Western 
contemporary film and 
Japanese anime,” says creator 
Kudakwashe Rwizi. “The idea 
of the Mutupo is perfect for 
storytelling in the anime format.”

Find out what happens 
in this exhilarating 
series brought to you 
exclusively by Noir 
Caesar!

Image source: comexposed.com, 
voyagesavannah.com
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Can you explain the totem 
theory in this story?
In Zimbabwean culture, the totem 
is a family’s identity, similar to a 
surname. Totems are usually animals, 
but they can also be objects or body 
parts. A Mutupo/Totem user can use 
their power by using their totem’s 
physical attributes as their own or 
making their physiology superhuman 
and they can make their bodies more 
durable than normal. For example, 
the user of a monkey totem has the 
agility and craftiness of a monkey. 

Each totem has a specific physical 
cost that comes from using it.

Mutupo features a character 
with disabilities. Why is it 
important to tell this story?
The main character, Shingai, 
is missing an arm. Initially, I 
just designed him that way 
so I could challenge myself 

in writing more interesting 
fights. Over time, I began to use 
that as a theme for exploring 

insecurity and inadequacy. 
My lifetime struggle with 

health problems has 
informed how I 

approach this theme – similar to the 
main character, everyone around me 
is more physically capable than I am 
so I have to do more than everyone 
else just to compete at the same 
level. Shingai doesn’t just want to 
be at the same level, he wants to go 
much further.

What makes Mutupo different 
from most comics out there?
To be honest, I don’t think it’s very 
different. I just took concepts most 
people are already familiar with and 
decided to spin it in a way that’s 
culturally relevant to me and specific 
to my personal health struggles. 
A head-strong main character in 
an ensemble cast of other colorful 
characters thrown in a tournament, 
mixed with a supernatural mystery 
and a detective story. Things we’ve 
all seen before, just coming from 
someone no one’s ever heard of.

What can the readers expect to 
get out of this particular series?
I’ve heard a lot of people say this 
reminds them of Avatar: The Last 
Airbender. That’s a huge comparison 
that I don’t think I can live up to, but 
if Avatar had a baby with Bleach, 
it might look something like this – 

interesting fights to match the 
power system, weighty 

emotional stakes, and 
a love for mystery 

and suspense that 
bleeds out in every 

chapter of the 
story.

Kudakwashe Rwizi
is a 26-year-old animator and comic book 
creator. His launched his career in 2016, 
starting with comics and freelance 
illustration. In 2019, he branched into 
animation and has since worked 
on several animated productions, 
including a short film and a trailer 
for his comic book Mutupo.
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VengeanceVengeanceVengeance

The world is a chessboard, and most people are 
pawns. That’s what Nova finds out when her perfect 
life is shattered by murder.

Nova grew up a poor orphan, overcoming a series of 
hardships after being abandoned on by her parents 
and raised on the streets. A self-taught cyber 
mechanic and inventor, she makes her way by fixing 
electronics. Eventually, she starts her own shop – 
life is hard, but Nova is a survivor and endures.

That changes when Nova meets her girlfriend, 
Cherry, who has everything Nova has been missing, 
including a supportive and caring family. Cherry’s 
relatives accept Nova as she is, giving her the family 
she always needed. Cherry’s father Gabriel, also an 
engineer and inventor, takes Nova under his wing 
and pushers to heights greater than Nova ever knew 
she could achieve. With all 
the newfound love, Nova’s 
life has now become 
complete.

That is until Gabriel and 
the rest of Cherry’s family 
is killed by a mysterious 
assassin, possibly linked 
to the nefarious and 
powerful lord of the 
criminal underworld 
known as Queen. Nova 
vows to exact revenge and 
she is thrust into a test of 
gamesmanship she may 
not be prepared for.

An orphan herself, Queen has become fascinated 
with the game of chess, using people as her pawns, 
particularly by creating the deadly Checkmate 
organization that runs a dangerous race for Queen’s 
own amusement. The race is as treacherous as a 
war zone with moving raceways and death traps 
designed to kill unprepared racers.

To get close to Queen, Nova elects to participate 
in the games, putting her own life at risk to avenge 
Gabriel. Nova dons super high-tech skates and puts 
it all on the line in the high-stakes, winner-take-
all competition that has claimed the lives of many 
players already.

To make it even more complicated, a notorious 
gang of hackers, the Reapers, have joined the race. 

WHEN THE WORLD IS 
A CHESSBOARD,  

Vengeanceor

WILL A HERO CHOOSE

As Nova quickly rises in the ranks, the leader of the 
Reapers, Benedict Grimm, wants her for his side 
and gives her an ultimatum: race for the Reapers 
or die.

Will Nova end the reign of the dreaded Queen, 
saving society from further harm by her criminal 
organization? Or will Nova become a pawn herself, 
succumbing to Queen’s villainous tyranny? Will 
revenge be enough, or will it send Nova down a 
road that she may never be able to return from? 
Will Nova lose Cherry as she goes farther and 
farther into the abyss of the world that Queen and 
the Reapers have built?

---

Spectators can expect a wild ride as the titular 
heroine fights for justice 
while teetering on the 
dangerous side of vengeful 
payback. The story is 
out of this world, but 
the complexity of the 
characters is very real. 

“There’s a lot going on 
here but that’s kind of how 
life really is,” says [writer/
showrunner]. “People 
are complicated. We are a 
competition between our 
many emotions and that’s 
exactly what Nova, Cherry 
and other characters are 
experiencing as they ask 

themselves ‘what’s more important here?’”

[writer/showrunner] adds that, while Super Nova 
engages in intense adult themes with life-and-death 
repercussions, the vibrant series is fun and poppy 
with colorful characters and a unique animation 
style.

“Above all, this series is intended to be fun,” he says. 
“While the subject matter and the action can be 
very serious, we want everyone to enjoy who the 
characters are, even the most vicious among them.”

To see what happens in the endgame, check out 
Super Nova!

Noir Caesar presents Super 
Nova, a story of love, revenge, 
and the most dangerous race 
on Earth. Can you defeat the 

Queen at her own game?
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Kapers Williams Jr.George Watson

George Watson and Kapers Williams 
Jr. have been writing, producing, and 
directing together since producing 
their first project at the Savannah 
College of Art & Design (SCAD) in 
2016. The duo gained experience in 
various departments on Marvel, Sony, 

Noir caesar newsletterNoir caesar newsletter
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Super Duo

What’s your favorite part about this comic book?
Our favorite part about this comic is the journey 
that Nova takes throughout the story. She 

comes from a poor, orphaned background 
and develops into a genius inventor who 
inadvertently becomes a hero willing to stand 
up to a powerful criminal organization. She 

reminds us of iconic characters like Spider-
Man and Captain America…young and idealistic 

heroes with humble beginnings who make it their 
responsibility to protect society from evil.

What inspired you to create a comic book series 
with two female lead characters? 
We’ve written a ton of projects, and most of them 
have female leads. We think seeing more women in 
the sci-fi and fantasy genres is exciting, especially 

African American women, who have historically 
held very few lead roles in this medium. 

Overall, we want to bring something 
fresh when it comes to action-

based comics and shonen manga, 
and our hero and villain, with 

their many attributes, bring 
about experiences we 
know will reach a broader 
audience that will love what 
we have in store for them.

What can our audience expect from 
this action-packed series? 
Super Nova is a wild, vibrant 
ride. This sci-fi world of 
wonder will be full of colorful 
characters and intense, 
bloody action sequences. 
While this isn’t the far future, 
we want this to feel like a new 
world for viewers to get lost in. Tonally, 
the series is fun and poppy while still 
retaining high stakes and adult themes.

Were there any works or materials that 
influenced this comic? 
Yes. CyberPunk: EdgeRunners and 
Spriggan are our biggest influences 
when it comes to anime style. We love the 
futuristic feel of CyberPunk: EdgeRunners 
setting, and Super Nova’s world is very similar. 
When it comes to fighting style and movement, 
our inspirations are heavily based on 
Naruto, My Hero Academia, Demon 
Slayer, and Attack on Titan. 
We want our battles to be 
as epic as theirs, and we 
have plans to go bigger.

and Warner Brothers productions and 
used their first-hand and academic 
knowledge to continue their goal of 
creating unique entertainment for 
global audiences.

George Watson is a co-creator, 

executive producer, and writer of the 
new fantasy feature film Sorcerority, 
which is currently being developed 
by Gabrielle Union’s I’ll Have Another 
Productions and Taraji P. Henson’s 
TPH Entertainment. 
Since graduating, Kapers Williams Jr. 

has risen from the role of production 
assistant to screenwriter and 
producer. Along with George, he is 
developing an anime they created 
and wrote called Super Nova with 
Oscar winner Trevon Free set to 
showrun.

Image source: imbd.com
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How did What Lies Beneath come about? 
Marcus: Marcus: It’s an ode to classic characters and 
archetypes across multiple genres - gothic 
fiction, fantasy, adventures, sci-fi, fables, 
westerns. The era of penny dreadfuls, dime 
novels, and pulp magazines has always 
fascinated me and continues to inspire my 
imagination. I aim to reintroduce characters 
from that creative period who were truly the 
foundation of fiction as we know it – as they 
were and via reimagining – while infusing 
original characters that will hopefully push the 
genre forward in a holistic way.
Dino: Dino: This is a passion project of Marcus’s. He’s 
devoted a ton of time and creative energy to the 
world-building – even the universe-building! 
He’s put together a very detailed history 
with intriguing characters and fascinating 
motivations. His influences are diverse, and 
he immediately knows the answer to every 
question I ask. 

Why did you think you 
two were perfect for this 
book?
Marcus: Marcus: First of all, Dino’s 
work independent of Noir is 

amazing. Seeing his attention 
to detail made it clear he would be the 
perfect person to co-create this world with 
me. And generally speaking, Dino and I just 
click, man. At the core, we have the same 
love and respect for the art of storytelling 
in a broader sense and for this genre/
medium specifically. Our perspectives and 

approaches just seemed to complement one 
another from the start. There’s real synergy 
when we work…it’s refreshing and inspiring.
Dino:Dino: Well, first of all, I appreciate the 
opportunity to be part of this project. Johnny 
and Marcus have a great vision for what they 
want to do, and I think my experiences working 
on many anthology projects as well as some 
long-form projects make me very well-suited to 
help tell this story. 
From my perspective, this is the kind of project 
that I love. If I wasn’t working on it, I’d be first 
in line at my LCS to buy it! It’s a tremendously 
fun story that’s got action, great characters, 
and an intricate plot. Aymen’s artwork and 
storytelling contributions are strong. In short…
this is a dream project for me, and I’m 100% 
invested in it! 

Can you briefly tell us about the series and its 
characters?
Marcus: Marcus: It’s an anthology that focuses on 
characters that span across many generations – 
from the caves to the skies. Independent narratives 
that, when woven together, reveal a core plot in 
a way that I don’t think has been done before. 
Every character has layers, real motivations, and 
internal conflicts that we explore through worlds 
and genres that make them tangible. On a personal 
level, it is a juxtaposition of classic characters and 
new original counterparts to not only present tried 
and true themes/motifs but also pay my respects to 
great writers that I revere while interjecting what I 
longed to see when their work opened my eyes to a 
world of imagination. 
Dino: Dino: Without spoiling it, I’ll say that the first arc 
is setting up the foundation for what’s to come. 
There’s an element of historical drama which 
creates a richness and a feeling that this is a lived-
in world. Some of the characters will have familiar 
names, but they won’t be what the audience is 
expecting. Every character in this story, in one way 
or another, is not really what they appear to be. 
And lastly, two of my favorite characters are behind 
the scenes, pulling the strings – but even they really 
might not have the control that they appear to have.

Dino, how long have you been writing comics, 
and why WLB? 
Dino: Dino: I’ve been writing comics for more than 10 
years now. I have a day job, a busy family life, and 
the unfortunate need for at least a few hours of 
sleep each night, but other than that…working 
on comics brings me a lot of satisfaction and 
enjoyment. I was really fortunate that Johnny and 
Marcus saw my credits and work samples and 
thought I’d be a good fit for WLB. Working on this 
project, and interacting regularly with Marcus has 
definitely been a comics highlight for me. He’s a 
great collaborator, and I’m having an amazing time 
seeing this project realized with Aymen’s wonderful 
art. 

What can readers expect from this series? 
Dino:Dino: A really unique vision of what comics can 
be, springing from diverse influences and a diverse 
creative team. I’m excited to be part of the team 
and I’m really looking forward to unleashing this 
story on audiences all around the world.
Marcus: Marcus: I think readers can expect a healthy blend 
of old and new, diverse characters, a unique world, 
and innovative storytelling. Regardless of what your 
wheelhouse is, this anthology will definitely have 
something that all readers can relate to.

Also a co-owner of Noir Caesar, 

Marcus JohnsonMarcus Johnson 

has written, created, and adapted 

multiple comic titles for the 

company over the past seven 

years. In addition to writing, the 

Mississippi native is a 17-year 

educator, husband, and father. 

“What I love about creating is that 

the process never looks the same.”

Image source: facebook.com

Dino CarusoDino Caruso lives in Ontario, Canada 

with his wife and two boys. He has written 

many comics, both long and short, for a variety 

of publishers. His favorite parts of the process 

are the collaboration with other creatives and 

interacting with readers and fans. Find him on 

the web at www.dinocaruso.ca.
Image source: oneshipress.com/
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Black-owned Noir Caesar will 
be joining the Tokyopop’s team 
at booth at Anime Expo 2023. 
Former NBA player Johnny 
O’Bryant III founded Noir Caesar 
to tell manga and anime-inspired 
stories from the perspective of 
black and brown voices to a 
wide mainstream audience. Noir 
Caesar now boasts some of the 
most brilliant creative talents 
including writers, artists, and 
illustrators who contribute to their 
titles.

O’Bryant and his team will be 
on hand for book signings at the 
Tokyopop booth each day of the 
convention. The first 20 people 
who stop by and say ‘hi’ will 
receive free giveaways. They will 
also be joining a panel to discuss 
the importance of representation 
and diversity in manga and anime 
and their exciting newest titles. 
The panel starts at 3 p.m. on July 
3rd.

Noir Ceasar has become a 
prominent partner in Tokyopop’s 
efforts to diversify their creators 

Bringing Diversity
to the Anime World:

Noir Caesar to Attend Anime Expo 2023
as well as the audience Japanese 
entertainment. Founded in 
1997, Tokyopop has become 
the preeminent distributor and 
promoter for manga and anime to 
the Americas. This year, Tokyopop 
has employed its channel 
network, digital marketing 
resources, and production 
expertise for distribution of 
several of Noir Caesar’s titles.
Anime Expo – known among 
anime fans as “AX” – is North 
America’s largest and most well-
known anime convention. This 
year’s annual event will be held 
at the Los Angeles Convention 
Center and is expected to host 
the largest attendance in the 
event’s history, having sold out in 
record time.

O’Bryant believes companies like 
Tokyopop and Noir Caesar have 
fueled that demand.

This is a beautiful art form and the 
stories are amazing,” says the self- 
described “blerd.” “Over the years, 
Tokyopop has done an amazing 
job of getting more people to see 
it for what it is and, at Noir Caesar, 
we are doing our part to bring in 
more and more diverse creators 
and audiences. I’m just so proud 
to be representing at this event. 
It’s going to be phenomenal.

at Noir CaesAr, we are at Noir CaesAr, we are 
doing our part to bring doing our part to bring 
in more and more diverse in more and more diverse 
creators and audiences.creators and audiences.
- Johnny O’Bryant III- Johnny O’Bryant III
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Will is a 15-year music producer with 
award nominations for his
placement and production. His love 
for anime, games, and comics led 
him to co-founding Noir Caesar. 
Since his time at Noir Caesar Will 
has created hit comic book series 
Try Again, which has been adapted 
to animated series by major TV 
network.

Born in Columbia, South Carolina 
there weren’t many outlets for 
creativity to blossom. Growing up 
and appreciating different cultures 
and values, there was no way to 
connect with like-minded people. 
Entering various writing competitions 
at a very young age and winning, 
he started to see a purpose. A way 
to connect in way he had never 
dreamed. In his teenage years, his 
first introduction to the world of 
manga/anime was a mature title 
called “BASTARD”. He continued 
writing until he was noticed by the 
publisher, Churn, and was picked 
up for his short story series, “DEAD 
MAN’S GOD”. It was around this 
time he started to create his lead 
project, SPACE POP. Wanting to 
show respect to the titles that 
helped him through the younger 
years: KENSHIN, OUTLAW STAR, 
SLAYERS, COWBOY BEBOP, 
TRIUGUN, he reached out to many 
artist but found failure after failure for 
the spirit that it needed. Until the day 
he was about to give up, a long-time 
artist that he had been following 
messaged him. Sebastian Riera is the 
reason his passion project exists. The 
two continue to work together to give 
a voice to all of those that grew up 
struggling to find theirs.

Also a co-owner of Noir Caesar, 
Marcus Johnson has written, created, 
and adapted multiple comic titles 
for the company over the past 
seven years. In addition to writing, 
the Mississippi native is a 17-year 
educator, husband, and father. “What 
I love about creating is that the 
process never looks the same.”

Johnny O’Bryant is a current 
producer, founder, and a 9 year 
professional athlete. Soon after 
starting his professional career in 
the NBA he co-founded Noir Caesar 
Entertainment and has created many 
original comic book titles & projects. 
His love and passion for storytelling 
has led Johnny to working with 
many reputable partners such Sony, 
Tezuka Productions, D’art Shatjio, 
KODANSHA, and many more. 
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